
 
 

 
Jubilee Performing Arts Studio 

Caroline Keener 
 

 

The Jubilee Performing Arts Studio is complete! (fundraising is 

ongoing). This is a non-profit professional space complete with 

glassless mirrors and shock absorbent floor (which was also 

installed on the stage). The studio has already begun serving the 

church and local community through free and economical 

performing arts education, ministry and outreach.   

 

Our free Sunday afternoon Jubilee Praise classes began just under 

three weeks ago and have seen a total enrollment of over 25 

students! These classes teach a hybrid of dance genres with the 

mindset of dancing to praise the Lord and portray a Biblical 

message. With time the hope is to use performance art in our 

community to present the love of Jesus!  

 

Throughout the week Cornerstone Ballet LLC teaches traditional, 

professional grade dance and theatre education.  

 

We held a Musical Theatre Revue to raise funds to pay off the 

studio and had a great turn out and an excellent show pulling from 

talented volunteers in the Shepherd Gate community.   

 

With this studio come many very exciting opportunities to minister 

both to Shepherd Gate Church, our community and beyond.  Dance 

classes, auditioning workshops, camps, summer musicals, recitals, 

and integrative Sunday worship are just a few of the things to 

come.    
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Introducing David Sanborn 
 Dan Duis 

 
We probably all have the "what if" list of great possibilities.  

One of mine has been, what if David Sanborn could come 

and be a part of the pastoral staff at Shepherd Gate.  And 

behold; it has happened.  David had originally committed 3 

months to serve the Lord at Shepherd Gate and the Lord put 

it on his heart to up-that to one year.  When introducing 

David, I now say "for at least a year" hoping that this rich 

relationship can continue forward. 

  

David is the son of Art and Ellen Sanborn and was raised in 

Thailand and Malaysia until coming to the U.S. for college 

at Wheaton outside of Chicago, Illinois.  There he was a 

drama major and has since been ministering throughout the 

U.S. and much of the world with his one man performance 

on the life of King David as well as Judah Ben Hur and 

Yeshua which he collaborated with his mother Ellen. 

   

David spent about 3 years playing the role of Jesus in "The 

Miracle" a daily performance in Pigeon Forge.  Here he not 

only was crucified daily but greeted and ministered to the 

many visitors to both the performances as well as around 

town.  Watching David after the shows gave me a real 

appreciation for his pastoral love for people.  Now my 

desire is to have David love on the folks at Shepherd Gate 

and for him likewise receive their love.  It has been one of 

the great riches of my life and I desire the same for him.   

 

During this season, I call David our Resource Pastor as he is 

gifted in so many areas and know that he can strengthen and 

encourage all those ministering at Shepherd Gate.  He has 

become the anchor to our month of prayer as we gather at 

noon and 8 PM for prayer each day.  Here, I and others are 

inspired listening to his conversations with the Father and 

his passion for the Lord and lost people.  If I could sum it up 

I would call it "inspiration.”  Thanks to David, to Art and 

Ellen who I know miss him dearly, and to the Lord for 

putting this call on David's heart.  REJOICE!!! 

 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Jubilee Performing Arts Studio! 
Pictured from Left:  Carol Borreson, Tom Nusbaum, Gary Woodford, Doug Dronfield, 

Andrew Keener holding baby Oliver Keener, Studio Director Caroline Keener, Pastor 

Dan Duis, Carmen Fielding, Carly Nusbaum, and David Sanborn. 

http://www.shepherdgate.org/
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(Con’t) 

 
As a young man I was a successful salesman, selling refrigerators, 
stoves, and air conditioners. But I really excelled in selling 
electronics. Sony was, at that time, the best brand in the market, 
and I could really sell Sony. The job was only part-time while I 
attended university and studied for ministry. But I did well at it.  
I did so well, in fact, that the Sony distributor for our region 
made me a fantastic offer:  
 
“Mike, I want you to come to work for me. I’ll send you for 
specialized training with Sony and other companies. I’ll pay you a 
good salary. You’ll get to travel to interesting places. But there’s 
one thing you need to know: if you take this position, I will own 
you.”      
 

It did not take long to reply to this very kind and generous offer. 
“I’m sorry,” I said, “but I must decline. You see, I am already 
owned.”  
 
God had not called me to a sales career. He had called me to 
serve Him full time. That was where He wanted me to bear fruit.  
 
You can bear fruit to the glory of God in any profession or 
activity that pleases God. But your fruitfulness will be greatly 
diminished if you let someone talk you into a position God does 
not want you to take.  
 
Are you, right now, considering an offer that would, if taken, 
choke your fruitfulness? It could be a relationship. It could be a 
position. It could be a get-rich-quick scheme. It could even be 
something spiritual. Whatever it is, put it to the fruit test.  And if 
you are forced to make a change, even though you do not really 
want it, let God make you fruitful in that place too.  
 

 

  

               

 

Fruit—the Purpose of Life 
Mike Constantine 

 
Let’s begin with a parable:  
 
“Once upon a time the trees decided to elect a king. First 
they said to the olive tree, 'Be our king!' But the olive 
tree refused, saying, 'Should I quit producing the olive oil 
that blesses both God and people, just to wave back and 
forth over the trees?'  
 
"Then they said to the fig tree, 'You be our king!' But the 
fig tree also refused, saying, 'Should I quit producing my 
sweet fruit just to wave back and forth over the trees?'  
 
"Then they said to the grapevine, 'You be our king!' But 
the grapevine also refused, saying, 'Should I quit 
producing the wine that cheers both God and people, 
just to wave back and forth over the trees?'  

                 Judges 9:8-13, New Living Translation 
 
In this engaging parable, two trees and a vine have a 
great opportunity presented to them: be the king.  Yet 
all the candidates firmly decline. Does that surprise you? 
 
Imagine the persuasive arguments:  
“This is a great opportunity to fulfill your destiny.”  
“Become a star!  Have your name in lights!”  
“Rule the internet! Have the most Facebook friends and 
the highest hit count on Twitter!”  
“This is your golden moment! Seize the day!”  
 
And the most tempting argument of all: 
“You could do so much good!”  
 
All three- olive tree, fig tree, and grape vine- firmly 
rejected this fantastic offer because they knew they 
were not created to be king. They were created to bear 
fruit. Everything else was just waving in the wind. 
 
We can learn from these plants. When presented with 
any opportunity, apparently good or obviously bad, we 
need to put that offer to this test: “If I accept this offer 
can I do so knowing that God will make me fruitful in 
that new position? Or, if I accept this offer, will it choke 
my fruitfulness? In other words, will this offer allow me 
to continue glorifying God and blessing people?  

(Con’t) 

 

Mike and Diane Constantine are missionaries with a focus on 

Marriage and Family Life.  To learn more visit 

www.mikediane.com 

 



                                                        
Looking Back 

Carly Nusbaum 
 

So many great things have happened at Shepherd Gate since our last 

newsletter in July!   

Most recently, Shepherd Gate hosted a Musical Theater Revue on 

October 4th lead by Caroline Keener and the Creative Team here at 

Shepherd Gate.  Our talented members performed singing, dancing, 

and live instrumental music from a variety of musicals: 

Seize the Day from Newsies:  Alex Bridger, Jordan Bridger, Lizzy 

Maisel, Hannah McGurk, David White, Josh White, Emma Wolfe, 

Mandy Wolfe; Vocal and Dance Performance 

I’ve Got No Strings from Pinocchio:  Jae Parvin; Tap Dance Routine 

A Step Behind from Aida: Caroline Keener, Nicole Martin, David 

Sanborn; Vocal Performance 

You’re Nothing Without Me from City of Angels: David White, Josh 

White; Vocal Performance 

Let It Go from Frozen:  Holly Cook, Piano Performance 

Beauty and the Beast from Beauty and the Beast: Bailey Duis, Matt 

Duis; Waltz 

Love Is An Open Door from Frozen:  Nicole Martin, David Sanborn; 

Vocal Performance 

You Found Me from The Fray:  Catherine Robinson, Dance Routine 

I Know It’s Today from Shrek the Musical:  Lizzy Maisel, Nicole 

Martin, Emma Wolfe; Vocal Performance 

Yeshua from Yeshua:  David Sanborn and the Richards Family; Vocal 

Performance 

Anything You Can Do I Can Do Better from Annie Get Your Gun:  

Andrew Keener, Caroline Keener; Vocal Performance 

The revue was a raging success, and all proceeds from the evening’s 

entertainment directly benefitted Shepherd Gate’s NEW Jubilee 

Performing Arts Studio! 

In September, Shepherd Gate branched out in ministry to the 

congregation by hosting a Parent’s Night Out on the 26th, and a 

Movie Night on the 20th where we showed The Investigator, starring 

our Resource Pastor David Sanborn.  We also held our annual 

Women’s Breakfast on the 13th, and were honored to have Elizabeth 

Schenkel speak to us about her life as a missionary to Central Asia.                                  

                                                                                                        (Con’t) 
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 (Con’t) August 2nd was our much anticipated Summer 

Round Up, our end-of-summer community outreach.  

Featuring live entertainment from Melodime and plenty 

of fun activities such as hay rides, face painting, dunk 

tank, moon bounce, field games and relay races, there 

truly was something for kids of all ages to enjoy!  We had 

a fantastic turnout, and eagerly look forward to next 

year’s event! 

July had back-to-back Messiah Teen Camp and Vacation 

Bible School, where the youth of Shepherd Gate could 

grow in fellowship among their peers.  Andrew Keener 

lead the teens to Messiah, while Carmen Fielding, Jocelyn 

Thomas, and Krise Nowak worked to create a “Treasure 

Island” themed Vacation Bible School held for the first 

time in our completed Education Wing! 

Looking Forward 
Carly Nusbaum 

Shepherd Gate continues to be bustling with activity as 

we look forward to the holiday season! 

All through the month of October we are praying and 

fasting as a congregation.  As pastor David Sanborn put it, 

“When we work, we work, but when we pray, God 

works!”  Join us every day for prayer and worship in the 

sanctuary, from noon – 1pm, and again from 8pm-9pm. 

On October 25th we will be hosting a Family Fun Night 

and Stephanie Pauline concert.  Children of all ages are 

welcome to attend in church-friendly costumes and play 

games, participate in a parade, and win candy and other 

treats!  Stephanie Pauline will perform after the games, 

and we encourage families to invite their neighbors and 

friends to this fun alternative to the usual Halloween 

activities. 

Our Thanksgiving Eve service will be held Wednesday, 

November 26th at 7:30pm here at the church.  We are so 

thankful for how God is moving in this church and in our 

lives!   

The Little Flock Children’s Ministry will be performing a 

lovely story called Song of the Stars on December 14th at 

5:00pm.  Excerpts from this story will be retold during our 

Christmas Eve Service at 4:00pm on December 25th.  The 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service will begin shortly after, 

at 8:00pm with a reception in between the services. 

 



 

 

 

 

Shepherd Gate Church was founded in 1986 with a vision for a church to be planted in the rapidly growing western 

suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis serves as Senior Pastor, with support from Tom Nusbaum as 

Administrative Pastor, David Sanborn as Resource Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of Pastoral Care, and Andrew 

Keener as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment (Mark 

12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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A Note from Our Pastor 

 

I don't remember a time in Shepherd Gate's 29 year old 

history that I sensed the Providential Hand of God upon 

us as I have these pasts months.  I'm not sure if we are 

listening and obeying Him more fully or if He is moved 

by the numbers of prayers over these many years.  All I 

can say is Yes and Amen.  Rather than analyzing it, I am 

enjoying being in this very moment.  I know there are 

seasons for all things, but I do pray and expect for this to 

be here for a long time.  
 

 

 

If you haven't been by the church for a while, you will notice our 

new performing arts studio along with a performance stage in the 

sanctuary.  We had our first Musical Revue this month with song 

and dance and many thanks to Caroline Keener who is heading 

this ministry and bringing the best out of folks.  Along with her 

staff they are instructing from the 3 year olds through adult.  

Very encouraging! 

 

With a great deal of donated help from contractors along with 

many hours of preparations, our ball fields have been cleared and 

leveled and seeded hoping a great stand of grass for spring.  The 

fields should be open next year for exercise and recreation along 

with a walking path for those of a slower pace.  This along with 

our exercise room upstairs should help folks keep themselves in 

better shape while enjoying fellowship with others.  

 

Thank you all for your continued prayers and support for the 

ministry of Shepherd Gate Church.  Together we want to reach 

our community and world with the Love of Jesus.   

 

Blessings,          
                                     Dan Duis    

 

 


